A Family Reunion for Children and Adults with Cochlear Implants
Celebrates Success Stories and Underscores Need to Raise Awareness

On April 3, The Children’s Hearing Institute sponsored A Family Reunion for Children and
Adults with Cochlear Implants at Beth Israel Medical Center, where more than 200
recipients and their families shared success stories. “Cochlear recipients of all ages were
thrilled to talk with each other and exchange information,” says Jane Madell, PhD. These
are a few of their stories: Cochlear recipient Grace Agolia is a 12-year-old dynamo who
enjoys soccer, gymnastics, reading and ballet, along with her acting appearances in the No
Limits theater. Sadie Julius suffered progressive hearing loss and was implanted at age 85.
Now 93, she does volunteer work with deaf children. Molly Lubin is a Yale sophomore
whose hearing is assisted by an implant in one ear and a hearing aid in the other: “l think
of myself as a hearing, and not a hearing-impaired, person.” Susan Cheffo received her
first implant at age 51 and now helps others learn to hear as Coordinator of Educational
Services at The Beth Israel/New York Eye & Ear Cochlear Implant Center.

“Despite these and many other impressive success stories, awareness of cochlear
implants is relatively low among those who need to know,” says CHI Founder Simon
C. Farisier, MD. Although approximately 500,000 to 725,000 Americans with severe-to-
profound hearing loss could benefit from implants, the National Institute on Deafness and
Other Communication Disorders estimates there are only 59,000 recipients worldwide.
“Although infants under one year of age now routinely
receive cochlear implants, less than half of children
who qualify get them,” says Beth Israel/New York Eye &
Ear Cochlear Implant Center co-director Ronald A.
Hoffman, M.D. This is especially true for Hispanics/Latinos
and African Americans, who seek and receive cochlear
implants less often. CHI is
committed to raising
awareness and promoting
education with events like
these.







