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On March 31, The Children’s Hearing Institute sponsored our
Annual Family Fun Day. More than 200 attendees gathered at
Madison Square Garden’s Play by Play restaurant to enjoy a
buffet lunch. Guests were then treated to a free performance
of The Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey’s Circus…the
Greatest Show on Earth. Kids, teens, parents and family
members were introduced to one another by our Parents
Committee, including: Carrie and Kris Almskog, Stacey and
Jamie Blecher, Brenda Cotsen and Jeffrey Benjamin, Edna
and Tom Curley, Elissa and Allen Kestenbaum, Eileen and
Brian Riano, and Beth and Vincent Trama. 

“It’s so important for families facing the challenges of hearing
impairment to share their frustrations as well as their suc-
cessful coping strategies,” says Jane Madell, PhD, CCC-
A/SLP, Cert. AVT, Co-Director of The Beth Israel/New York
Eye and Ear Cochlear Implant Center. “Children and teens
with hearing loss are not always able to articulate their needs
and feelings. We’re gratified we can provide families with
support systems for dealing with their challenges.”

April 25 is “International Noise
Awareness Day”
"It is time to address the threat that noise poses to hearing,
health, learning and behavior," says Amy Boyle, Director of
Public Education at the League for the Hard of Hearing.
This year the League is once again spearheading an effort
to educate the public about the necessity of creating a
quiet home, school and recreational environment.
Continuous exposure to noise above 85 decibels can be
harmful to hearing and research shows that noise does not
have to be that loud to lead to stress-related disorders,
including physiological changes in blood pressure, sleep,
and digestion. Noise can also negatively affect children's
learning and behavior. Among the activities planned during
International Noise Awareness Day, the League will ask the
public to observe the “Quiet Diet” - one minute of quiet,
regardless of their location, from 2:15 PM to 2:16 PM. For
further information visit www.lhh.org

EuroHear –
Bringing The Genetic Basis Of Deafness
To Light 
The April medical conference: The Structure and Operation
of the Hair Bundle will be held at the College de France in
Paris, highlighting hearing loss as a critical health issue in
Europe. Forty million individuals (more than 10 % of the pop-
ulation) suffer from hearing impairment with two million pro-

foundly deaf. The total financial cost, estimated at 100 bil-
lion Euros - including special education, speech therapy,
hearing aids, and physician and specialists’ fees - is more
than the combined economic cost of epilepsy, multiple
sclerosis, spinal injury, stroke and Parkinson’s disease. The
conference is sponsored by EuroHear - Bringing the
Genetic Basis of Deafness to Light, a multidisciplinary proj-
ect comprised of 25 research teams throughout Europe.
Launched in 2004, this five-year initiative of the European
Commission seeks to provide fundamental knowledge
about the function of the inner ear -  i.e. how sound waves
in the inner ear are transformed into electrical signals and
sent to the brain - and to identify molecular defects under-
lying hereditary hearing impairments. Progress will depend
on interaction among human geneticists who seek to iden-
tify the susceptibility genes for hearing impairment, animal
geneticists who will test the function of these genes in ani-
mal models, and physiologists, who will dissect the func-
tions of the genes in vitro. Knowledge gained from this proj-
ect will contribute to the development of better diagnostic
tools for the genetic factors causing hearing loss and open
new avenues for future therapies.

CHI Events Calendar
For further information, please call CHI at: 212-614-8380.

April 25
Teen and Parent Workshop
Cleary School for the Deaf
REGISTRATION IS FREE

May 2
Workshop for Families:

It’s a Family Affair
REGISTRATION IS FREE

Educational Conference for Professionals:
Beyond Preferential Seating–

Creating Real Access in Schools
June 3

Workshop for Parents and Families:
Transitioning to College and Career Choices

REGISTRATION IS FREE
June 21

CHI Young Professionals Martini Night Under the Stars

Event Sponsorships:
May 5

Hearing Loss Association of America Walk4Hearing

October 8
2nd Annual No Limits Walkathon
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www.childrenshearing.org
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Courses, Presentations and Publications
■ Linstrom, Christopher, Cosetti M, Amrhein T., “Perioperative
Management of Intracranial Aneurysms and Otologic Disease.”
Laryngoscope 117:2007, 35-39. Presented at the Eastern
Section of the Triological Society, Toronto, ON Canada in
January, 2006.

■ Linstrom CJ, Silverman CA. “Short-term and long-term effica-
cy of the BAHA for single sided deafness.” Poster presentation,
Combined Otolaryngologic Spring Meeting (COSM), San Diego,
CA April 26-29, 2007.

■ Linstrom CJ. Cosetti M, “Treatment of Glomus Tumors in the
Elderly.” Oral presentation, Combined Otolaryngologic Spring
Meeting (COSM), San Diego, CA April 26-29, 2007.

■ Madell, Jane R. “Auditory Processing Disorders,” Casa
Colina’s Sixth Annual Trends in Autism Conference, Claremont,
CA March 10-11.

■ Parisier, Simon C., Guest of Honor and Keynote Speaker.
“Elimination of Profound Deafness – Challenges Faced by
Cochlear Implant Technology.“ Hoffman, Ronald; Christopher
Linstrom, Jane Madell, XI International Conference on Cochlear
Implants in Children, Charlotte, NC, April 11-13, 2007.

■ Parisier, Simon: Triological Society 2007 Combined Section
Meeting, Marco Island, Florida, Feb. 15-18, 2007: Challenges in
Middle Ear Reconstruction, Otology Icons of the 20th Century:
Addressing Unresolved Issues. 

■ Parisier, Simon: Grand Rounds- SUNY Downstate Medical
Center: “Pediatric Cholesteatoma: An Individualized Single
Stage Approach,” February 22.
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Annual Family Fun Day for Children and
Adults With Cochlear Implants

The Almskog
Family

The Winkler
Family

The Zwerlig
Family

Carly Howard, Allison
and Kyle Schneider,
Kevin Howard


