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Co-Founder of the Internet to Receive CHI’s
“Jule Styne Humanitarian Award” at Benefit Gala

Vinton Gray Cerf, PhD,
will receive CHI's “Jule
Styne Humanitarian
Award” at our 24th
annual Benefit Gala,
which takes place
Monday, November 5
at Frederick P. Rose
Hall - Home of Jazz
at Lincoln Center. Dr.
Cerf triumphed over
hearing loss to attain
eminence as the
“Founding Father” of
the Internet and

/ Library of Congress
4.9 “Living Legend.” This
distinguished American scientist co-created the
Internet while directing the Defense Department’s
Advanced Research Projects Agency from
1976-1982. Following that, he led the engineer-
ing of the first commercial e-mail service to be
connected to the Internet. Dr. Cerf is currently
“Vice President and Chief Internet Evangelist”
for Google, and together with NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, is working on the
“Interplanetary Internet,” to set a new standard
for communicating planet to planet.

Dr. Cerf has a sensorineural hearing impairment
and has been a user of bilateral hearing aids
since age 13. He says: “In creating the
Internet with my colleagues in part | want-

ed to help people with hearing loss as well as other
communication difficulties.” Dr. Cerf emphasizes
that while it is possible to function in a world with-
out sound, there is no reason to deny access to it
through hearing aids, cochlear implants and other
assistive devices. His wife Sigrid contracted spinal
meningitis at age three, resulting in hearing loss.
She was implanted with a cochlear device at age
53. Both Vinton and Sigrid Cerf say they are “hear-
ing repaired,” not “hearing impaired.”

CBS-TV News Correspondent
Kimberly Dozier To Receive

“Hearing Hear-o Award”

CBS-TV news correspondent Kimberly Dozier will be
the recipient of CHI's “Hearing Hear-o
Award.” Ms. Dozier was critically
. wounded on May 29, 2006, while
reporting a story in Iraq. The blast
killed her camera crew as well as
a U.S. soldier and an Iraqi trans-
lator. Her extensive injuries
included the smashing of an
eardrum, which has been
repaired at the University of
Maryland Medical Center. She
says it is now “Gaza ready.”

The Bacon Brothers will appear in
a benefit performance at the gala.
For information about tickets
purchase, please call us at:
212-614-8380.




“Through Deaf Eyes”

“Through Deaf Eyes” debuted March 21 on PBS’s Channel
Thirteen. This two-hour documentary explores 200 years of
Deaf life in America, presenting the shared experiences of his-
tory - family life, education, work, and community connections
- from the perspective of deaf citizens. The film includes inter-
views with former Gallaudet University president, Dr. |. King
Jordan, and actors Marlee Matlin and Bernard Bragg, as well
as historians and deaf Americans with diverse views on lan-
guage use, technology and identity. It also traces the evolution
of deaf education, from the founding of the first school for the
deaf in 1817 to the 1864 chartering of Gallaudet University, in
Washington, D.C., to the late-20th century “mainstreaming”
movement. For further information visit www.pbs.org

Cochlear Implant Surgeon
Comments on “Through
Deaf Eyes”

Christopher Linstrom, MD, Surgeon Director of Otolaryngology
— Head and Neck Surgery at The New York Eye and Ear
Infirmary, and a member of The Beth Israel/New York Eye and
Ear Cochlear Implant Center staff, shares this personal story
with us:

“I grew up in a small town about ten miles from Washington,
D.C. with two hearing boys, Gary and Terry Smith (the names
have been changed) whose deaf parents were both graduates
of the (then) Gallaudet College in D.C. Gary and Terry were
sent away as children to hearing relatives in order to learn to
speak. They both heard and spoke normally. As a young child,
| learned to finger spell in order to communicate with Mrs.
Smith who was much more handicapped than her husband.
Mr. Smith wore BTE hearing aids, had a little hearing and was a
great lip reader. The Smiths were good friends of my parents.
Mrs. Smith unfortunately did not have many hearing friends
because her children had to finger spell or sign everything for her.

We all went to the same parochial school in our town and they
included my brother John and me in many Gallaudet alumni
and family functions, often held on a farm in the Oxen Hill area
of Southern Maryland. The kids were the only ones who
heard—everyone else ‘talked’ a mile a minute with ASL. We
would have baseball games, pony rides, hay rides, wonderful
barbecues and the last event of the evening was always an
outdoor film with captions on the bottom. | can recall going
along for two or three of these special Gallaudet functions.

| was a competitive swimmer as an older child and several of
our swim meets were held at Gallaudet College. Other than the
starting gun and some cheering, there was very little sound
and surely almost no verbal communication. Almost every-
thing was done with ASL or gestures. These were the most
well-organized swim meets | can recall. As a college student, |
used to attend dances at Gallaudet and several of my friends
have worked or still work there. | went to the University of
Maryland with Stanley and Robert Cornett, whose father Orin
Cornett, Ph.D. developed ‘cued speech,” a form of sign lan-
guage used at Gallaudet and also in many programs in

Australia. Dr. Cornett worked at Gallaudet for many years.

Having grown up in this culture, | am sensitive to both sides of
the question and understand, although | obviously do not
agree with, the sentiments of the ‘Deaf Community.” Just this
past Christmas, | went to a movie with several deaf-educator
friends, one of whom criticized me for performing cochlear
implants. And this in 2006. Anyone who works with deaf indi-
viduals should see the film ‘Through Deaf Eyes’ and read
about the tremendous struggles the deaf community has had
to deal with in America and the world. | can think of clear
examples of how hard it was for my neighbors, the Smiths.
They had to develop their own culture and it is a credit to the
Deaf World that they did. Hearing folks can only imagine what
their lives were like then and still. | find it very painful that the
Deaf Culture views our medical world as intruders rather than
as the dedicated, helping people we are. Certainly, we do not
want to ‘cure’ any deaf patient, but to habilitate the patient and
allow this person to live more easily in a hearing world.”

Third Grader Expresses
Gratitude for Cochlear
Implant
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Shabena Husein is eight years old and in third grade at
Floral Park-Bellerose School. She was implanted with a
cochlear device at The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary
when she was one year old. When she was in first grade,
she was given an assignment to create a book from
scratch that tells something personal about herself. She
very much wanted to let everyone know how grateful she
is for her hearing. This is how her book came about. Her
mother Zaleena says she is very proud of Shabena and her
achievements.



